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1.1
We open on an all white panel.

BATMAN CAPTION: I can still remember the last time I played in the snow.

1.2

Same, but a vague shape starts to emerge from the white. It is the figure of THE BATMAN pushing his way against icy winds in what may very well be a FROZEN ANTARCTIC WASTELAND. But again, we can’t make him out yet; he’s still just a vague shape emerging from the stark white panel.


BATMAN CAPTION: My father had taken a rare Sunday off from the hospital and we spent the afternoon behind the manor digging tunnels in the snow. 

1.3

Same, but now we can clearly start to see that this is in fact Batman. His dark, iconic silhouette becomes more defined as he trudges through knee-deep snow.  We don’t see the details of his outfit yet though. He is still little more than a silhouette.

BATMAN CAPTION: At the time they felt massive, endless…but they were probably actually only a few feet long.

BATMAN CAPTION: I remember my Mother being terrified that they would collapse on me and trap me under the snow, but my Father just laughed and told her not to worry…that he’d keep me safe.

1.4
Now we cut in tight on BATMAN’s mask and face. The frigid wind rips at him, but he isn’t wearing his familiar cowl. Instead he wears a new mask, similar in shape to his classic cowl, but there is no opening for his nose and mouth. Instead, it’s a full-face mask complete with two breathing tubes that emerge where his mouth would be and split off over each shoulder. 

BATMAN CAPTION: That was the last winter before—

BATMAN CAPTION: That was the last winter before I was born.
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PAGE 2
2.1

Big Panel. Now we pull back from the tight shot and reveal BATMAN’S ARCTIC BAT-SUIT in all its cool glory.

I’m sure there has been another Arctic Bat-suit at some point in Batman’s long history, but we won’t worry about that here, instead you’re free to design your own version. 

It should still clearly be easily recognizable as Batman, the same basic shape and design elements as his regular suit, but with thicker leather armor…like an exoskeleton. And as we saw on Page 1 the mask contains a protective breathing apparatus that is attached to a small air tank on his back. 

The Boots are heavier, more like thick, chunky winter boots that allow his to trek through the deep snow (Snowshoes attached?). An internal heater also regulates the suit’s temperature and thin hoses and piping run up the exoskeleton along his arms and legs.

I’ll leave it up to you, weather you want to add a cape or not (Maybe a winterized cape with a hood?) And again, you can play around with the color a bit too, maybe adding some white to it. But it should mostly stay black or dark so he stands out against all the white in the background.

The background is a desolate white blizzard, washing out anything beyond.


BATMAN CAPTION: After that, I never really felt much like playing in the snow…


BATMAN CAPTION: It stopped being fun. There was no more room for childish games.

2.2
We reverse over Batman’s shoulder and see a bit more of the frozen landscape ahead of him. Snow blows heavily. The only thing breaking up the stark white wasteland is the shape of a large ICE CAVE in the distance. This is where Batman is headed.

ALFRED (O.P. via Cowl’s Radio): How is the prototype Arctic-Batsuit holding up, Master Bruce? I’m currently reading an internal temperature of 74 degrees.


BATMAN: Lower it by three degrees please, Alfred. It’s actually a bit too warm in here, believe it or not.

2.3

We now Cut to Batman’s INFRARED POV in his cowl. We see a digital infrared image of the cave and three man-shaped heat signatures radiating from inside. 


BATMAN: Infrared sensors are working well though, despite the wind.


BATMAN: There appears to be a large cave-like structure in the ice up ahead, and I’m reading three individual heat signatures.

PAGE 3
3.1
Batman suddenly swings around to see a SNOW NINJA emerge from under the snow. In contrast to Batman’s dark suit, he wears a heavy, militaristic white snowsuit and has a white balaclava and goggles on.  

The man carries two KATANA SWORDS, one in each hand. He springs up from a hidden shelter dug into the snow. 

Beyond this hidden assailant there is only white.


BATMAN CAPTION: The ironic thing is that one of those tunnels did collapse on me that day.

3.2
Batman barely has time to react before ANOTHER SNOW NINJA pops up from a similar shallow shelter on the other side of him!  This guy has nun chucks.


BATMAN CAPTION: I was alone in the dark, but I wasn’t scared…

BATMAN CAPTION: Because even though I couldn’t see my Father, I could hear him calling to me.

3.3

Wider, high angle shot. The two Snow Ninja close in on Batman from either side. He crouches into a defensive stance, readying himself for battle.


BATMAN CAPTION: That was all I needed.

3.4
The first Ninja attacks and Batman blocks on of his swords with one his heavy winterized gauntlets. The blade shatters in half.

3.5
The ninja swings the other sword at Batman’s head. He leans back so the blade misses his face, but it manages to cut one of the air hoses from his mask!  It vents a gust of hot air into the frozen wind.


SFX: FWIP!

PAGE 4

4.1

As the 2nd Ninja attacks with his nun chucks. Batman swings around and kicks him hard in the stomach. The warm, air is still spilling out of Batman’s mask, it’s visible in the cold air.


ALFRED: Master Bruce, you are venting your heat…current reading suit temperature at sixty-three degrees and dropping rapidly.


BATMAN: Hmm…yes. Remind me to internalize the ductwork on the next version of the suit, will you, Alfred?

4.2

Ninja 1 moves in from behind swinging his sword over his, about to bring it down on Batman.


ALFRED: Yes sir. Currently down to fifty-one degrees…

4.3
In one fluid movement, Batman rolls out of the way at the last moment and tosses a small metal ball at the attacker.


ALFRED: Forty-seven degrees…

4.4
The ball explodes in the air in front of the ninja, throwing him back into the snow.


SFX: CHOOM!


ALFRED: Thirty-nine degrees…

4.5
High angle shot. Batman trudges on through the snow away from the attackers, leaving a trail of footprints in his wake as he approaches the mouth of the ICE CAVE.

We see both Ninja lying unconscious in the snow behind him. There is a small round area of melted snow near them where the tiny explosive went off. We see an exposed patch of charred grass under the snow.


ALFRED: Suit temperature now at only twenty-four degrees, sir!

PAGE 5.

5.1

Tight on Batman as he enters the cave and pulls off the mask covering his mouth and nose. So now his cowl is pretty much the same as his normal one.


BATMAN: Thank you, Alfred…you can stop the countdown now…

5.2
We reverse. There is no snow in the interior of the cave. Instead it’s a pocket of grassy land with a small cement path winding through it leading to a small stone bridge. This, of course, is a small, unfrozen section of GOTHAM CENTRAL PARK, but out of context it just looks odd and strange inside of this ICY DOME

As he walks in, Batman drops the mask, and breathing tank off his back onto the grass as he steps deeper into the cavern. A few butterflies flutter around him.

We see A HUGE MACHINE just off to the side of the small bridge.  It’s a huge generator that has created all of this ice and snow. I picture it looking like a massive turbine, with giant hoses leading up into the roof of the cavern, but you’re free to design it however you like. 

BATMAN: …It’s actually quite warm in here.

5.3

Another SNOW NINJA pops up atop the bridge with a sniper rife and takes a shot at Batman!


SFX: BLAM!


BATMAN CAPTION: When he finally dug me out his cheeks were red and his mustache was covered in snow.

5.4

Batman acrobatically rolls out of the way just as the bullet rips into the grass where he was standing.


BATMAN CAPTION: I laughed and told him he looked like Santa Clause.

5.5

Batman throws a Batarang at the sniper.


BATMAN CAPTION: We’d share our final Christmas together a few weeks later.

5.6

Close on the Batarang hitting the sniper right between the eyes, cracking his goggles 

in half.


SFX: THWAK!
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6.1

Batman walks between the bridge and the MACHINE. He carefully examines the machine, running his gloved hand across it.


BATMAN CAPTION: The first snowfall of the year always reminds me of that afternoon.

6.2

Small inset panel. Batman places a small magnetic BAT-SHAPED DEVICE onto the side of the machine. 


BATMAN CAPTION: Digging tunnels in the snow.

6.3

Batman ducks under the bridge and finds GORDON bound and gagged there. The mayor looks up at Batman with wide, terrified eyes.


BATMAN: Commissioner, It’s going to be all right. I’m going to get you out of here.


BATMAN CAPTION: The snow collapsing in all around me.

6.4

Batman pulls of the Mayor’s gag. The mayor looks up, warning Batman.


BATMAN CAPTION: My father’s voice in the darkness.


GORDON: --Batman!
6.5

Bats looks up just as the final NINJA leaps down from the underside of the bridge at him.


BATMAN CAPTION: I hear him, before I see him.

6.6

Batman steps back and catches the Ninja mid-air with an uppercut to the jaw. 


BATMAN CAPTION: That’s all I need.

PAGE 7
7.1

Cut to the exterior of the Ice Cave. Batman and Gordon exit the mouth of the cave back into the icy wasteland just as two snowmobiles approach.

Batman helps to support Gordon, who is a bit weak and he’s placed his cape around him like a blanket.


GORDON: --Cough --Cough!
7.2

The two snowmobiles stop near Batman now, and we can see that they are both being driven by a Gotham Police Officers wearing Winter clothing, coats, hats and boots. 


GORDON: I hate the bloody winter.

7.3

The two cops help The Mayor towards the snowmobiles as Gordon and Batman stand together talking.  Batman holds a small hand held device and presses a button on it.


BATMAN: Well, you won’t have to put up with it much longer.


SFX: Click!

7.4

Cut to a shot of the small magnetic device stuck to the machine inside the cave. A red light flashes on the bat-shaped explosive.


SFX: Bleep!

7.5

Cut back to Gordon and Batman outside of the cave. A huge explosion suddenly sounds off from within the cave as the machine blows. A fireball spills out of the cave mouth. Gordon covers his ears.


SFX: THOOOM!!

7.6

Batman and Gordon look to the smoking cave mouth.


BATMAN: It was definitely Mr. Freeze’s tech, but the design had Edward Nigma’s thumbprints all over it. 


GORDON: Uh-huh…we caught just The Riddler and his gang trying to knock off Gotham City Bank. This whole thing must have been an elaborate distraction to keep you busy.

7.7

Batman looks on as Gordon lights a smoke, the wind blows at the flame.


BATMAN: He must have either stolen or bought the tech from Freeze. Either way, things should return to normal in a few days.

PAGE 8.

8.1

Batman starts to walk away from Gordon and The Cops, retracing his footprints in the snow, back the way he came.


GORDON: Good. I hate the snow.


BATMAN: Me too.

8.2

Pull up wider to a higher angle shot. Batman’s dark figure walks away in the snow.


BATMAN CAPTION: Sometimes I still strain to hear his voice in the darkness.

8.3

Pull up even wider. We now see the edges of the white frozen wasteland abruptly cut off into grass and cement.


BATMAN CAPTION: But it’s getting harder to hear him…harder to make out the words.

8.4

Pull up even higher as Batman tiny walks away. We now realize the frozen wasteland is just a contained pocket as its turn into the surrounding Gotham City in mid-summer.


BATMAN CAPTION: And while not a lot scares me these days, I am terrified that soon I won’t be able to hear him…that I’ll forget what his voice sounded like at all.

8.5

Pull up really high and wide now. We see Gotham City from above and realize that it was just Gotham’s “Central Park” that was frozen by the machine. We see this tiny pocket of white amidst the sprawling city in the summer. A few birds fly by to accentuate the point. Batman is just a speck of black amidst the white pocket of winter.


BATMAN CAPTION: So I cling to the memory, it’s not a lot. But it’s all I need.

THE END. 

